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Introduction 

● Jiří Voskovec, also known as George Voskovec

(1905 - 1981)

● Jan Werich (1905 - 1980)

● Jaroslav Ježek (1906 - 1942)

○ composer, “the father of Czech jazz”

● Adolf Hoffmeister (1902 - 1973)

○ lawyer, writer, caricaturist, painter, diplomat
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Activities of  V+W before WWII 

● Osvobozené divadlo - The Liberated Theatre (or Prague Free Theatre)
○ term coined in 1925, theatre established in 1926, V+W join 1927 

● V+W - famous movies, radio shows and gramophone recordings in 30’s 
(Ultraphon Label)

● Influence - Avant-garde Movement, Jazz, American Movies

● Political satire - anti-fascist performances and songs
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1939 Crisis - A Film of the Nazi Way (H. Kline) 6
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3db_10_5bTg
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How V+W+J escaped to US 

● December 31st, 1938 - Voskovec left 
● January 9th, 1939 - Werich and Ježek escaped, met with Voskovec in 

Paris

● All three sailed for the U.S. after brief stay in Paris - S.S. Aquitania

● January 14th, 1939 - residence in New York and Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania
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How V+W+J (H) escaped to US 9

Travel on Aquitania to New York , 
January 13th 1939Prague Airport, January 9th 1939
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How V+W+J (H) escaped to US 10

PF 1939 caricature by A. Hoffmeister (Lidové noviny, 11th January 1939)
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Arriving to New York January 14th 1939 11
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Arriving to New York January 14th 1939 12
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How Hoffmeister escaped to US

● Hoffmeister left for France in 
1939, he was later imprisoned 
and taken to a detention camp 
in Morocco, until finding a way 
to Portugal.

● Werich family helped him with 
support from El. Roosevelt. His  
escape took him from Morocco 
via Spain, Portugal and Cuba. In 
1941 he arrived to New York.
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V+W+J and H in the USA - overview

● V+W - performances for Czech Americans (New York, Chicago)

● V+W - translating and rewriting their plays for a US audience

● V+W - trying to catch a break in Hollywood, playing on Broadway 

● J - composing music and conducting orchestra, dies January 1st 1942

● H - translating, writing, drawing, broadcasting
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V+W+J and H in the USA - 1939 16

MM Preparing for their first performance 
in New York, March 9th, 1939



Their home in New York early 1939 17
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Jaroslav Jezek as a conductor in New 
York

18

MM



Adolf Hoffmeister in New York 1943 19
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International Broadcasting in the U.S.

● U.S. a much later entry than other countries 

● Initial catalyst was Nazi influence in Western Hemisphere before U.S. 
entered the war

● Defense Communications Board (1940)

● July 1941: Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs (CIAA) and Coordinator of 
Information (COI), Foreign Information Service (FIS)

● Public-private partnership for shortwave infrastructure: Crosley, 
Westinghouse, NBC, CBS, General Electric, WRUL, “The Bronze 
Network”

● Laid groundwork for expansion in Second World War
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Wartime Radio Broadcasting in the U.S.
● Voice of America launched February 1, 1942 (official date has varied)

● Early VOA “not an organizational entity so much as an on-air marquee 
intended to bring some unity to an American shortwave broadcasting”

● Office of War Information established in June of 1942, under direction of 
Elmer Davis

● VOA moved to 224 W. 57th St. in September of 1942: 16 OWI studios 

● November 1, 1942: CIAA and OWI take over domestic shortwave radio

● Also November 1942: 15-minute daily broadcasts in Czech

● Collaboration with BBC for broadcast into Europe

23

MF



2
4Elmer Davis and Walter Roberts



2
5



V+W and Broadcasting from USA
2
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● From 1941 - Czech-language broadcasts for the BBC

● From 1942 - work for the Office of War Information (OWI)

● From 1942-1945 - Black Quarter-hour, a daily segment

○ Adolf Hoffmeister 

● Black Q- head of the Czechoslovak division from 1944
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● ca. 2000 programs in 1941-1945 (?)

● National Museum - Czech Museum of Music - 115 gramophone discs 

(12-inch, 16-inch), magnetic tapes

● Museum of Czech Literature - ca. 460 original scripts, cca 20 

gramophone disc

● Czech Radio - 33 gramophone discs

2
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V+W and Broadcasting from USA - stats



2
9



First Script for BBC – pilot project 
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BBC - V for Victory - August 29th 1941 
3
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BBC - V for Victory - recorded in NBC
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NBS Studio in Hollywood
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QK44DiIhaRI


OWI - March 26th 1943, nr. 154
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Epilogue - V+W after WWII
3
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Rudé právo: Ústřední orgán Komunistické strany 
Československa. 1.8.1945
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● Hoffmeister arrived in Summer 1945

● Werich arrived in October 1945

● Voskovec in 1946 

● Voskovec left 
Czechoslovakia for 
France in 1948 

● Voskovec detained at 
Ellis Island in 1950 



31.10.1945
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● 17.11.1945 

“Even during the war, we heard your voice from America. We had two 5-lamp 

radios. We only gutted one, that is, the removal of short waves, but the other we 

listened to you beautifully and undisturbed, and out of your optimism, my 

parents always bred”
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Post-war transition

● OWI was disbanded as of September 15, 1945

● Components transferred to other government departments

● VOA transferred to the State Department

● VOA begins broadcasting to Soviet Union in 1947
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Post-war 1946 - NBC Norman CORVIN in Prague
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Thank you very much for 
your attention





V+W on OWI recordings 

● The Czechoslovak programme on VOA was one of the first in 1942. 
● It was popular during wartime primarily thanks to the involvement of 

actors and comedians Jan Werich and Jiří Voskovec, who had been 
in exile in the USA since January 1939 and had previously worked for 
the BBC. The involvement of these two artists clearly shows that just 
a part of the programming at the time was dedicated to news 
service, the rest constituted anti-Nazi propaganda and strengthening 
the national spirit of listeners back in the occupied homeland

CINGER, František – KOLIŠ, Karel: Voskovec – Werich. Dialogy přes železnou oponu. BVD, Prague 2012
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