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Story #1: 
The Jiruska Family







Cedar Rapids, IA



Czechs in Iowa
● Cedar Rapids is home to one of the 

largest Czech immigrant populations in 
the world.

● Settlers started arriving in the 1850s
● Home to the National Czech and 

Slovak Museum and Library

Frank Jiruska, c. 1890



Frank and Fannie







Donation of Cylinders
● Donated over 150 cylinders and a 

phonograph player to the University of 
Iowa’s Rita Benton Music Library in 
April 2019

● Donated by Alan and Ann (née Bower) 
January

○ Daughter of Elsie (née Jiruska) Bower
● Cylinders and player with the family 

throughout the 20th century
● Some “Bohemian”



Story #2: 
The Jedlička Family



Who was Eduardus, Edward, Ed. Jedlička?



...and 
when 
he 
lived



Ed. Jedlička - (not just a) jeweller in New York
● Born in 1867 in Bohemia, Střelice nr. 60.
● Soon they moved to Prague (1868).
● He had 6 kids (1890-1900) in Bohemia.
● In 1895 he sailed to New York and came back.
● We thought he was in New York min. 2 times before 

he took his family from Bohemia to New York
● 1901 arrived with whole family and stay in NY

Charles *17.8.1890, Louise *7.2.1892, 
Edward * 18.7.1893, Rudolph *18.10.1896, 
Josie *6.8.1898, Rosie *11.8.1900



1910
became
US
Citizen



Story #3: 
Behind the cylinders



From Eduard Jedlička to Laborator Ed. Jedlička
“Back in the '80s at the Library of Congress, I ran across a 
cache of 40+ brown wax cylinders produced by the 
Laborator Ed. Jedlicka in NY around 1903.”

Richard Spottswood

● Spottswood pointed to the oldest - maybe first - ethnic 
recordings for Czechs in the USA

● List of numbers up to 435
● Hidden somewhere in LoC - found in 2018



Patent, sung by Eduard Jedlička 
(Jedlička’s record)
… he used to be a butcher
Then he slaughtered ox,
Today he wears a monocle
And on behalf of the doctor he boasts
//: Well it’s a patent, patent, patent,
For that you need talent, talent, talent ://
He trained as a shoemaker,
Then he left the toil,
Then he got in to politics
And today he sweeps the streets
//: … ://
He used to graze herds of ox,
He acquired a farmhouse in Cuba
So that he didn’t have to pay rent,
He became president.
//: … :// 

nr. 170 called Patent
sung by Eduard Jedlička 
(Jedlička’s record)

//: … :// 
First he was in a union

Then he yelled profanity
Now he counts points with them

Because he has money
//: … ://

First he was an anarchist,
Then a socialist,

Last year he was an ottoman,
And this year he is opinionated.

//: … ://



Jedlička’s Czech Records



First 
known 
adverts 

1903

Czech Records

Original master
American pressing



510 cylinders, 1908



From Laborator Ed. Jedlička to Eduard Jedlička
● Iowa holds the oldest - first - ethnic recordings for Czechs 

in the USA
● 14 Ed. Jedlička cylinders, including nos. 001*, 004, 006, 

010, 029, 066, 068, 157, 158, 173, 234, 245, and 267
● Much earlier releases than the LoC cylinders, half precede 

LoC’s lowest numbered issue (151)
● Held by Jiruska family throughout the 20th century in 

Iowa and Indiana



Where isn't my home - 
cylinder nr. 1 



68 Kryl

068
“Že peníze světem vládnou” (na korneto hraje Bohumír Kryl + 
Jedličkův rekord)
Jedlička:
Že peníze světem vládnou,
česká národní píseň
kornetové solo, zahraje pan Bohumír Kryl, Jedličkův rekord

Jedlička:
That money rules the world,
A Czech national song
A cornet solo, performed by Bohumír Kryl,
Jedliček’s record



Identification of Cylinders
● Filip Šír and Martin Mejzr visiting the 

Library Science program at Iowa, stop at 
the Rita Benton Music Library

● Bohemia on Records: Early Czech Sound 
Recordings in the United States

● 13 Ed. Jedlička cylinders and three 
homemade brown wax cylinders (remainder 
Edison and a few Columbia)



What’s already happened 
● Storage

○ University Products Wax Cylinder Storage Boxes, stores both 
the cylinder and original container

○ Arthur and Miriam Canter Rare Book Room; temperature and 
humidity controlled space, fire suppression system; monitored by 
Libraries’ Conservation Lab staff

● Digitization
○ Indiana University’s Media Digitization and Preservation 

Initiative (MDPI)
○ Drove to Bloomington, stayed until digitization completed, drove 

back to Iowa City
● Transcriptions and Translations

○ Archivists at the National Museum, Prague 



What still needs to happen
● Access

○ Professional photography
○ Metadata creation
○ Captioning
○ Iowa Digital Library: https://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/

https://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/


Catalog No. Title Link to Audio

Ed. Jedlicka 001 NEIDENTIFIKOVATELNÉ http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/wzvx6

Ed. Jedlicka 004 “Žádnému to nepovím” (Růžena Průšová)
I won’t tell it to anyone, sung by Růžena Průšová

http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/pjwtp

Ed. Jedlicka 006 „Vesničko má pod Šumavou“ („line se tu 
Vltava ku Praze matičce“), (Růžena Průšová)
This village of mine, sung by Růžena Průšová

http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/pf1jh

Ed. Jedlicka 010 “Vrána a liška + Svatební košile” - “dvě 
básně, které přednášel malinkej František ve 
škole” - slovní přesmyčky, (Eduard Jedlička)
A crow and a fox and a wedding gown, two poems

http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/nr7cv

Ed. Jedlicka 029 “Kudrnatá Káča” (Eduard Jedlička)
Curly-haired Kate sings

http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/upgfq

Jedlička Cylinders at the University of Iowa
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Catalog No. Title Link to Audio

Ed. Jedlicka 066 Skladba pro piano http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/p822b

Ed. Jedlicka 068 “Že peníze světem vládnou” (na korneto 
hraje Bohumír Kryl + Jedličkův rekord)
That money rules the world; a Czech national song
Cornet solo performed by Bohumír Kryl

http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/lvp6q

Ed. Jedlicka 157 „Prší, prší“ (hospodská píseň - „domů 
nepůjdem, až se hodně napijem“)
It’s raining, It’s raining, sung by Eduard Jedlička

http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/wv467

Ed. Jedlicka 158 „Tři národní písně“ (Když jsem já k vám 
chodívával…; Nad Berounkou pod Tetínem; 
Hrály dudy u Pobudy)
3 national pieces, sung by Eduard Jedlička

http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/wmtmv

Jedlička Cylinders at the University of Iowa, cont.
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