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A Pioneer of Sound Industry for
Czechs in the United States:

The First Kthnic Recordings by Kd. Jedlicka



Story #1:
The Jiruska Family
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Czechs in Iowa

e (edar Rapids is home to one of the
largest Czech immigrant populations in
the world.

Settlers started arriving in the 1850s
Home to the National Czech and
Slovak Museum and Library

Frank Jiruska, c. 1890
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I[ know not what the future hath
Of marvel. and surprise
Assured alone that life and death

His mercy underlies.

And so beside the stlent sea
[ watt the muffled oar;

No harm from Him can come to me
On ocean or on shore.

1 know not where His islands Lift
Thelr fronded palms inatr;

I only know [ cannot drift
Bz\jor\d His love and care.

JOHN G WHITTIER_

~IN MEMORY OF ©
FRANK JIRUSKA
S

i 15, 1870 -

Bohemia

DATE OF DEATH g
December 29, 1938
Cedar Rapids, lowa

o

SERVICES FROM

Barta Home for Funerals
Fifth Avenue and Eighth Street Southeast

Saturday, December 31, 1938 at 2:00 P. M.

O
SPEAKER OFFICIATING :
Theodore B. Hlubucek

FINAL RESTING PLACE
Cremation



— Lasswell photo
FRANK JIRUSKA.

Frank C. Jiruska, 1968 First
avenue E, motion picture opera-
tor at the New State theater,
Thursday night was unanimous-
ly re-elected president of the
Cedar Rapids Federation of La-
bor. Jiruska has been active in
organized labor circles here for
several years, The federation
elects new officers annually.



Donation of Cylinders

Donated over 150 cylinders and a
phonograph player to the University of
lowa’s Rita Benton Music Library in
April 2019

Donated by Alan and Ann (née Bower)
January

o  Daughter of Elsie (née Jiruska) Bower
Cylinders and player with the family
throughout the 20th century
Some “Bohemian”




Story #2:
The Jedlicka Family




Who was Eduardus, Edward, Ed. Jedlicka?
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Kd. Jedliéka - (not just a) jeweller in New York

Born in 1867 in Bohemia, Strelice nr. 60.

Soon they moved to Prague (1868).

He had 6 kids (1890-1900) in Bohemia.

In 1895 he sailed to New York and came back.

We thought he was in New York min. 2 times before

he took his family from Bohemia to New York
e 1901 arrived with whole family and stay in NY

Charles *17.8.1890, Louise *7.2.1892,
Edward * 18.7.1893, Rudolph *18.10.1896,
Josie ¥6.8.1898, Rosie *11.8.1900




1910
became
US

Citizen

the matts

The ;mu- bn of ...

Pifth, I emigrated to

rament, I am not a polyfa

mea pitizen of the United S
..... (2T e D ..
wane 1y n the United

Tentlh, I have resided
rlday of .5
tdln'/hc date of iti

Domini 1 /}[., and arplved at the
Sixth. g y'to b

XNinth, Iam ablet, % the

of ......,/ l&‘-y
n of the United es an the .

; Bouthern Distri et of New York,
7 GRS to be admitted a citizen of the 'I(m'!e(i Stalu of Amerioa.

: The United States,
..................................... ' Bouthern Dist z
pzdfullylhom rie ”fJVGw Yo"‘%

% Unilod Statey, on the vnnl‘ / =
day 9{ / ’I?' .
Cou, of’

in the ,.-',/;..,,.. g..( .' >
' i // ’je,//r'o// ./47 /7“;/

[ r“ as w's : :
: 7/"]./’;}‘;/ /»‘7_ /(,_.// ‘I-,é W/%?/ 7 M
2 /f/fg‘;_ %/‘4;:'4 - I’/, : % ’}7

e .
1¢

/J"}

ed to organized government or g ambn‘ of or uﬂlllat toi h nny ur‘nn Ation or bo.

Licver in ¢ actice of polygamy, J am altached (o tha

-t

nglish langua
ly im the United Sta
.......... , anno Domini }/4?,/. -y an

1o wit, since Hu.v.....;:%’ﬁ;ddv /) I
Eleventh. I have not hcrdofon made petition for Zenship fo any c 5

(DT v

and forever gli aligdiance /Mellfy to mly forug’n prince, potentate, state, or :ourri_fnty, rmd. parluularly to

4 }.’.} 7. AT T%A m ............. of which at this time I am n m and it is my intention td resida

o oo}

» date of this petition, to wit, sinee
... for one year at least next

America for a term of ﬂu ycaﬂ least immediately preceding th
fo w0 York

, anne Domini lﬂd/

pto-the ..

bd-Cosist fontha Lfollowsmns
7 v -

fore your petit

.

S z
.................................................... -, aad the cuuse of sucls dewied Tt
S

m«:laruwu of intention to become a cuizm of the United States gud the rertifloolsfromn-the-d o

er prays that he may be admitted a citizen of the United States of Amgica,
A A ) ‘o2 pnsosby




Story #3:
Behmd the cylinders




From Eduard Jedlicka to Laborator Ed. Jedlicka

“Back in the '§0s at the Library of Congress, I ran across a
cache of 40+ brown wax cylinders produced by the

Laborator Ed. Jedlicka in NY around 1903.”
Richard Spottswood

e Spottswood pointed to the oldest - maybe first - ethnic
recordings for Czechs in the USA

e List of numbers up to 435

e Hidden somewhere in LoC - found in 2018




nr. 170 called Patent
sung by Eduard Jedli¢cka
(Jedlicka’s record)

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
MAGNETIC RECORDING LABORATORY
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Patent, sung by Eduard JedliCka

(Jedlicka’s record)

... he used to be a butcher ‘D
Then he slaughtered ox,

Today he wears a monocle

And on behalf of the doctor he boasts

/I: Well it's a patent, patent, patent,

For that you need talent, talent, talent ://

He trained as a shoemaker,

Then he left the toil,

Then he got in to politics

And today he sweeps the streets

I ...l

He used to graze herds of ox, I ...l
He acquired a farmhouse in Cuba First he was in a union

So that he didn’t have to pay rent, Then he yelled profanity
He became president. Now he counts points with them

Il Because he has money
I ...l

First he was an anarchist,

Then a socialist,

Last year he was an ottoman,

And this year he is opinionated.

I ...l
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Czech Records
First
known
adverts

Original master
American pressing

BOHUMIR
KRYL

1903

World-
Famous
Wizard

of the

Cornet

Recordings, 19011918




010 cylinders, 1908

Nejylrkf

Novinky pro fonografy st fowastior o

pro Edisonovy a Columbia
Kus 36¢. Tucet $4.20, fonografy,

Express vyplatim aZ na misto uréeni pki objednivee nejméné jednoho tucty
Na dobirkn se nezasili Zde Jsou Cisla nékteryeh record{i z nového seznamu.
i2h Hibitove-Hibitove-zahrado zelendt, - 428 Touha po viasti,
422 Hoj Maienko. 8 Bud priei ¢est.— 441 Hle muz zde lezf v
vakvi tmelé, 448 Prijde jaro prijde. —457 Harfenice ubobi, kuplet,
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From Laborator Ed. Jedlicka to Eduard Jedlicka

e lowa holds the oldest - first - ethnic recordings for Czechs
in the USA

e 14 Ed. Jedli¢ka cylinders, including nos. 001%*, 004, 006,
010, 029, 066, 068, 157, 158, 173, 234, 245, and 267

e Much earlier releases than the LoC cylinders, half precede
LoC’s lowest numbered issue (151)

e Held by Jiruska family throughout the 20th century in
Iowa and Indiana




Where isn't my home -
cylinder nr. 1

)




68 Kryl
0

068

“Ze penize svétem vladnou” (na korneto hraje Bohumir Kryl +
Jedli¢kav rekord)

Jedlicka:

Ze penize svétem vladnou,

Ceska narodni pisen

kornetové solo, zahraje pan Bohumir Kryl, Jedli¢ktv rekord

Jedli¢ka:

That money rules the world,

A Czech national song

A cornet solo, performed by Bohumir Kryl,
Jedlicek’s record




Identification of Cylinders

e TFilip Sir and Martin Mejzr visiting the
Library Science program at Iowa, stop at
the Rita Benton Music Library

e Bohemia on Records: Early Czech Sound
Recordings in the United States

e 13 Kd. Jedlicka cylinders and three
homemade brown wax cylinders (remainder
Edison and a few Columbia)




What’s already happened

e Storage
o University Products Wax Cylinder Storage Boxes, stores both
the cylinder and original container
o  Arthur and Miriam Canter Rare Book Room; temperature and
humidity controlled space, fire suppression system; monitored by
Libraries’ Conservation Lab staff
e Digitization
o Indiana University’s Media Digitization and Preservation
Initiative (MDPI)
o  Drove to Bloomington, stayed until digitization completed, drove
back to Iowa City

e Transcriptions and Translations

o  Archivists at the National Museum, Prague

vi jen mdj zlatej Jenicek
a ja to také dobfe vim

a Zzadnému to nepovim://
s doprovodem klaviru

§ Nehcovky
L
001 | NEIDENTIFIKOVATE
LNE, (zpy ditéte, v
anglickéo iazyse, +
0RYQM dalicT + dialog
muze.a ditése v
anqlitting)
004 | "Zadnému to nepayim’ | Jedlicka: Jedli
(RuZena. Pridova) Zadnému to nepovim, zazpiva pani RiZena | | won
Prasova
Prasova: Pras
Kdyz jarni slunko zaseje svi kopi jeleni Whel
a lono jeji pokreje svou linou zeleni wom
Tam tak rada chodivam, jenom kdyZ trochu | | like
smim Thou
Viak to se také uznavam sam a sam Wi
nechodim None
/I:Kdo z vas tam se mnou chodi rad And ¢
to z vas by zadny neuhad And |
to ja jen sama dobfe vim Wher
a 2adnému to nepovim:// Even
KdyZ jarni slunko na obloze skiani svou And |
hlavicku He w
to se mnou a mym milackem to srovna And i
lavigku k- oh
a on mne k sobé pfivine Only
Septa, jak mne ma rad And
a jestli pry bych mu chtéla jednu hubicku dat | And |
/l-kolik ja dala hubicek, With




What still needs to happen

o Access
o  Professional photography
o Metadata creation
o  Captioning
o lowa Digital Library: https:/digital.lib.uiowa.edu/

; €oLIT A IS
Jeou ek . g JEOUYKA 7E0uc
10 [0



https://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/

Jedlicka Cylinders at the University of Iowa

Catalog No. Title Link to Audio
Ed. Jedlicka 001 NEIDENTIFIKOVATELNE http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/wzvx6
Ed. Jedlicka 004 “Z&dnému to nepovim” (RGZena PriiSova) http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/pjwtp

| won't tell it to anyone, sung by RizZena PriiSova

Ed. Jedlicka 006 ,Vesni¢ko ma pod Sumavou® (,line se tu http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/pf1jh

Vitava ku Praze mati¢ce®), (Rlzena PruSova)
This village of mine, sung by Rizena PriSova

Ed. Jedlicka 010 “Vrana a liSka + Svatebni kosile” - “dvé http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/nr7cv
basné, které prednasel malinkej FrantiSek ve

Skole” - slovni pfesmycky, (Eduard Jedli¢ka)
A crow and a fox and a wedding gown, two poems

Ed. Jedlicka 029 “‘Kudrnata Kaca” (Eduard Jedlicka) http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/upgfq
Curly-haired Kate sings



http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/wzvx6
http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/pjwtp
http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/pf1jh
http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/nr7cv
http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/upgfq

Jedliéka Cylinders at the University of lowa, cont.

Catalog No. Title Link to Audio
Ed. Jedlicka 066 Skladba pro piano http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/p822b
Ed. Jedlicka 068 “Ze penize svétem vladnou” (na korneto http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/Ilvp6q

hraje Bohumir Kryl + Jedli¢kav rekord)
That money rules the world; a Czech national song
Cornet solo performed by Bohumir Kryl

Ed. Jedlicka 157 ,Pr&i, prsi“ (hospodska pisen - ,domu http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/wv467
nepujdem, aZ se hodné napijem®)
It’s raining, It’s raining, sung by Eduard Jedli¢ka

Ed. Jedlicka 158 , T1i narodni pisné“ (Kdyz jsem ja k vam http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/wmtmv
chodivaval...; Nad Berounkou pod Tetinem;
Hraly dudy u Pobudy)

3 national pieces, sung by Eduard Jedlicka



http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/p822b
http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/lvp6q
http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/wv467
http://www.kaltura.com/tiny/wmtmv

Contact Us

Filip Sir, National Museum, Prague Katie Buehner, University of lowa
filip.sir@nm.cz katie-buehner@uiowa.edu



